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Pſalm, CxIX. 53. 


Horror hath taken hold upon me, becauſe of 
the Wicked which forſale thy Law. 


Or, as in the other Tranſlation. 


I am borribly afraid for the Ungodly that 
d ſurveys all the 


2rF 11S impolſ} 
into the ;\ | 
Scene of makes any Re- 


marks upon the ſundry purſuits of Mankind, but 
that he muſt ſee every where a great deal of 
Looſeneſs and Immorality, Hy pocriſie and Pro- 


ſaneneſs among Men, and all ſtudiouſly bent up- 


on following their ſeveral Lufts and Inventions, 
running greedily after damnable Errors, and 
reloluiely perſiſting in the ways that lead 7 
the Chambers of Death. 

And as this .5a very lamentable Proſpect for 


any one to behold : So it mult in a very extra- 
ordinary Manner aflect the good and pious Man, 
who has a ſincere Zeal for the Glory of God, 
ſeriouſly thinks of ſuture Happineſs, and walks 
himſelt in the ways of Godlinels, in lawful Expe- 
Ration of it. And who that has any Bowels of 
Compaſſion for his Brotlſer's Welfare, and knows 


AN 


the Value of an immortal Soul, redeemed at the 


otherwiſe tian deeply concern'd to fee Vice ob- 
tain 


expence of the precious Blood of Chriſt, can be 
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tain fo fatally, and prevail ſo ſucceſsfully, to the 


utter Ruine of ſo many deſperate Wretches. 


Well might therefore the Pſalmiſt, in conſide- 
ration of ſuch Aboundings of Iniquity, and the 
frightful Conſequences attending, Lament and 
Bewail the fad and dangerous State of the Wick- 
ed; and partly out of Paſſion for the Love and 
Honour of God, and partly oft of Indignation 
at, and fear for the Follies of the Sinful; Cry 
out as he did, I am horribly afraid for the Ta- 
godly, that forſake thy Law. 

From theſe Words, I'll conſider, 


_- Firſt, That tis Natural for good and holy 


Men to be concern'd at the growth and preva- 
lency of Sin. | 

Secondly, | ſhall weigh the particular Force of 
the Reaſon here ſpecified ; becauſe they forſake 
thy Law. 

Thirdly, Conſider what Remedies ought to be 
applied in theſe Caſes. 

And, Fourthiy and Laſily, ſet before you ſome 
Chriſtian Conſiderations engaging all Men to 
Aſſiſt in a Work of ſuch bleſſed Conſequence, 

I. And Firſt, I am to conſider, That tis Na- 
tural for good and holy Men to be concern'd at 
the growth and prevalency of Sin ; I am horribly 
afraid for the Ungodly. | 

Pity, Compaſiton, and a Fellow-feeling, are 


ſuch natural Paſſions to Mankind, and fo woven 


into their Conſtitution, that whoſo is wanting 
in exerciſe of theſe, is uſually reproached with 


the Character of a cruel and hard Heart; becauſe 


there is ſcarce a livingCrearere but what is tender- 
ly affected to its own Nature, and either bemoans 


. theMiſeries, or flies to the Succour ot its diſtreſſed 
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Kind; and fo prevalent is this Affection with 
reſpect to all the ſuitable Objects we behold, that 
even when we ate morally aTard "tis not in 
our Power eſſectually to Relief them, yet then 
does common Humanity conſtrain us to ſhew 
our Tenderneſs and Concern, either by a vent 


of Tears, or ſome ſuch other expreſſions of Sor- 


row for the Miſerable. ä 

And this is all fo agreeable to the Example 
of Chriſt, and the Rules he left with Mankind, 
and all the Practice of the inſpired Writers, that 
we read of nothing ſo often in the Goſpel as the 
Duties of an unfeigned Love, fervent Charity, 
and brotherly Kindneſs, and the great Obligati- 
ons we have, as Members of the ſame. Body, to 
Sy mpathiſe with each other's Grievances, to bear 
one another's Burdens, and Weep with thoſe that 
Weep, putting on the Bowels of Mercy. 

And ſo far muſt we conceive our ſelves en- 
gaged to go with theſe Duties, as to bewail the 
lad Condition of all ſuch who know nothing of 
their own Danger, or are at leaſt ſo ſecure under 
their many fentual Infatuations, as not to Sor- 
row for themſelves, herein ſetting before us the 
Pattern of our moſt Merciſul Saviour, weeping 
over the depiorable Scupidity, and the approach- 
ing Deſolation of Jeruſalem. e 

Now if it muſt, in paſſing thro! the natural 
Courſe of this Life, be a dilmal Spectacle, and 
a moving Sight to look upon all the various 
Scenes of humane Miſeries, how this Maa les 
under expreſſible Torture and Pains 3 another un- 
der the formidable fate of Poverty, Nakedneſs, 
and Oppreſſion; and a third under the diſquiet- 
ing Crolles, and Dilappointments of this World; 
et Be. — and 
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and moſl or all Men in their turns taſting the 
bitter Cup of affliction, and ſeverally condoling 
the Wounds and Sufferings 15 this our frail 
Mortality. 

ſt certainly muſt appear to ever” ſenſible and 
tender Chriſtian much more ghaflly to ſurvey 
the immoral State of Mankind, and view at once 
the whole World wallowing in all manner of 
Impiety ; this Man Izbouring under rormenting 
Vices, that waſting himſeli in baneſul Luxurien- 


cies, another daring Heaven by ſhiameleſs Blaſ- 


phemies, and crying  Villanics, and Thouſands 
and ten T honſands pulling down the Divine Ven- 
geance upon them by their diſfolute and rioting 
Extravagancies: And then to reflect, that all 
this heavy load of Impiety, and infinite Sum of 
vile Actiors, and abomigable Practices, muſt be 
accounted for before a great and terrible Judge, 
who is unalterably reſolv'd to puniſh all the dar- 
ing and impen tent Offenders, with Anguilly 
winch has no End, and no Abatements. This, 
this, if any thing, will call for the whole of our 
Grief and brotherly Affection, and break up all 
the Fountains of Chriſtian Lamentation, Sorrow, 

and Compaſſion. 

Twas upon this melancholy Prolpect and fad 
Face of Corruption, that God himſeli is ſaid to 
grieve at the very Heart, when He deſtroyed 
the old World; and d ſoubtleſs tw as under dread 


of his exemplary Anger, and the ſevere Punith- 
ments which frequently do befal, and will ine- 


vitably overtake all obſtinate and hardned Sin- 
ners, that the Royal Prophet did at this time 


| 3 fflict himſelf with ſuch ind Horror, 


Horror working up his Reſentinents into a per- 


e fect 
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F « "fect feeling of the State and Confuſion of the 
| Reprobate, and ſorſaken of God. And hereupon 


'twas that he ſays, Rivers of Tears run down my 
Eyes, becauſe Mes keep not thy Law; and I am hor- 
ribly afraid: for the Ungodlywhich forſake thy Law. 

And muſt it not in like manner, do ye think, 
be a very afflicting Sight to all good People to be 
entertain d thus daily with views of Wicked- 
nels, and from thence the reaſonable apprehenſi- 


ons of Judgment; to ſee Men forego, againſt all 


Reaſon and Experience, the ineſtimable Riches 
of a ſober and well-order'd Life, for nothing 
more than Vanity and Death, the ſure but pain- 
ful wages of Sin, and to forfeit the hopes of ever- 
laſting Life, for I know not what empty, mo- 
mentary and worldly” Pleafures, or what they 
ſometimes falſly call the Goods and Happinets 
of this preſent Life? 

And muſt it not be a farther aggravation, to 
think that all theſe, who ſo pull upon themſelves 


Damnation, without either Fear or Trembling, 


ſhould be the only unconcern'd Perſons, and 
perfectly Scnſeleſs Iliots, under the heavy Bon- 
dage of theſe their Miſeries and Misfortunes 2 


And yet ſo it is. Thoſe that are moſt expoſed 
to ruin by their Sinfulneſs, are uſually the Men 


which ſpend their Days moſt in idle Amuſements, 
and ſtupid Gallantry, never all this while com- 
puting at what a dear rate they purchaſe their 


deceitfulneſs of Sin. 
And muſt it not yet be more provoking, to 


fee Men thus actually ripe for Vengeance, in- 
dulge Security; and Fools laugh and make a 
mock at Sin, which damps the Spirits of the 
Wiſeſt, and quells the Joys of the beſt of 8 

For, 
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. . 
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For, how can any thing ſinful, and continuing 
ſuch, be ſo abſurd as to lay Claim to the lea 


pretenſions to eaſineſs of Thought, who have 
the Wrath of God abiding upon them, and Hell 
open to receive them? Mirth ſhould be the 


eſſect only of a Conſcience void of Offence, the 


reſult of a pure Innocence, and the State of juſt 
Men made perfect rhro' Holineſs. 
And yet, alas! theſe, while veil'd with the 


Fleſh, were always Scrious and Thoughtful, under 
the burden of their own as well as others In- 


firmities ; being frequently un their Knees to im- 
plore the Help and Succours of Heaven, againſt 
all the common and avow'd Enemies of humane 
Nature; being found often ſorrowing in ſolemn 


proſtrations of Body, and piercing bitterneſs ol 


Soul, for the Sins of an incorrigible People, and 
to deprecate National Viſitations. They were 
conſtantly ſolicitous how to bear with Patience, 
and adorn with a holy Life, the Croſs of Chriſt, 
and to follow their ſuffering, Saviour thro' what- 
ever Temptations and Perils; and therefore we 
muſt imagine them, like him, to be Men of 
Grief, and acquainted with Sorrow: The.very 
buſineſs of Chriſtian Pity being to bewail all 
ſuch ſad Objects as are under the Power of Dark- 
neſs, and the original purpoſe of Chriſtian Cha- 
rity, to extend Univerſally, and contribute as tar 
as poſſible to the ſaving all Mens Souls, 

il. And thus 1 come, Secondly, to conſider the 
particular Force of the Reaſon here ſpecified ; be- 
cauſe they forſake thy Law. 

As the Law and Will of God is the moſt indiſ- 
penſible Tye and Reaſon to his Creatures, and 
therefore not to be violated by Men who are the 

breath 
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pPreath of his Noſtrils; fo certainly ſhould it be the 
Care and Feeling of all ſo upheld, and depending, 
to Reaſon themſelyes into ſerious returns of Ado- 
ration, and ſteady Reſolutions of Obedience: This 
being both the beſt Proof to ſhew that they do 
thankfully Embrace, and are religiouſly Affected 
for all paſt and preſent Benefits, and the ſureſt Me- 
thod to procure, with tize continuance of theſe, 
| the grant of more, or greater Favours. 

1 | For God to this end has declar'd himſelf a Re- 
* warder, that all might diligently ſeek him, and 
run the Race before them, with Spirit and Pati- 


4 ence; but witha!! has intimated, that he is aJealous | At 
| God, and therefore will be, upon every juſt Pro- | or 
vocation, a conſuming Fire to all the Children of nc 
Diſobedience; ſo that we mult conceive God not na 

ſo poſitively determin'd to countenance or pro» 
| tect any People, but as they ſuitably apply, and to 
carry themſelves Worthily ; and this Covenant 1 00 
always to be in Force, that as Men ſuſpend their er 
Truſt, and withdraw their Faith and Obedience dT. 
from God, fo will his Providence either more fF tt 
or leſs recai his Coinlorts, Succours, and Pro- | al 
tection from them, 1 
And as this was the Caſe, holy David had 1 
juſt occaſion to fear for thoſe that forſook the 1 
Law; for whoever does this, does in effect dif- 1 
0 claim tue Government of God, and by taking I 
1 oft one reſtraint, which he imagines Trouble- --* 


4 4 


a mercileſs and ſubtile Tyrant, and under the 
dilguile of giving Eaſe and Indulgence, makes 
<4 # 4 * c r more 


| ſome or Grievous, he falls into numberleſs greater P 
Ineonveniencies, which tho? they flatter him with p 

j immediate Felicity, will anon fill his Breaſt with { 
A 8 :rrow, and his Mind with Anxiety; for Vice is 0 
{ 


. Ab Ha. A 
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more Slaves than the ſtricteſt Virtue, and the 


ſevereſt courſe of Religion, which they upon 
that very Account pretend to ſhun and avoid, 
could poſſibly do : For what's the Liberty of the 
Luſtful and Senſualiſt, but a painful Licentiouſ- 
neſs cheriſh'd in Madneſs, a power to ramble in 
the Dark, and a freedom to be Ruind ? 

And if theſe are the faireſt Promiſes made to 
the moſt ſucceſsful Sinners in this Life, what muſt 
we think of thole who never knew or felt theſe 
ſinful Advantages, but have ever griev'd under 
the rack of Wickedneſfs, and are diſtreſs'd with 
Anguiſh; and when fill'd with the fight of yet 
greater Terrors to come, have no Remedy and 
no Expedient left, but the abuſed and uncove- 
nanted Mercy of God to fhilt to? 

And as this and much more is due and threatned 
to all the finally Wicked and Impenitenr, it muſt 


needs go to the Heart of all the humble Worſhip- 


ers of God, and Lovers of the Brethren, to fee 
the Tranigreſſors triumph in their Shame, and 
the Commandmeat of God, whichis juſt, good 
and holy, fer at nought by ſuch Lawleis Inv ad- 
ers: For every inſolent Attack made upon the 
Power and Sacredoe's of God's Laws, is an At- 
tack made upon his Sovercignty, and adds 
Lite and Encouragement to other more inſolent 
Attempts, and may, if not timely check'd, be of 
fatal Cęnſcquence; becauſe God many times 
puniſhes exemplary and egregious Sins, with 
pablick Calamiries, and National Vengeance, de- 
ſigning frequently thereby to make the accurſ- 
ed Ihing found among them, tho' properly 


ſpeaking perhaps one Man's Crime, the Warning, 


Expiation and Amendment of the whole Tribe, 
| : and 
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and Multitude; and therefore we muſt conclude, 


e 


mn rr PR Do Sea 


that no one Member of a Body fins in any high 
degree, barely as a private Man; for the Guilt 
ſpreads and inſets by Connivance and Permiſſi- 
on, and if ſuffer'd to go unpuniſh'd, it implies 
Conſent, and becomes a common Fault, and as 


ſuch endangers every Man's Peace, Security and 
Welfare; it being a Method not unuſual with 
Providence, in afflicting for flagrant Sins in this 


Life, to let the Innocent ſhare the Penalties and 


Misfortunes of the Offenders. 


And therefore as every one has reaſon to fear, 
where Vice grows daring and preſumptuous, yet 
are all good Men more particularly concern'd at 


n; Becauſe, 


Firſt, Tis a high Diſhonour offer'd to the 
great Lawgiver. "I 

Secondly, *Tis a great Scandal given, and a 
real Miſchief done to others. 

And Firſt, As tis a high Diſhonour offer'd 
to the great Lawgiver. 7 

Now what can be more diſhonourable done 


to God, who is Ruler of all things, than to treat 


his Authority with Diſreſpect, and to put ſo little 
Value on his Commands, as to break thro' them 
at Pleaſure - For this is in effect to wreſt the 
Scepter out of his Hands, make his Providence 
of little Uſe, and his Power of no Conſequence; 
and when this is done, what remains 1or every 


one ſo perſwaded, but to take his Paſtime in Im- 


pieties, and do what ſeemeth him good in his own 
Eyes; by this Means making the Scene of this 
World, as ſome would have it be, a perfect State 
of Violence, Luſt, and every evil Work. 


But as we mult necollarily infer other Things, 


where 


4 a 
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| where there is a God of Order, and not of Con- 


fuſion ; fo muſt we conceive that he will hei- 
nouſly reſent all ſuch Inſolence and Ingratitude; 
for what can be bolder done, than for rhe Pot- 
ſheards of the Earth to fav, who is God, and who 
is the Lord, that we ſhould Obey Him? And 
what more Rude and Unnatural, than when we 
Live and Breath by a precarious Subſiſtence, that 
ſuch Worms ſhould deſpiſe the Hand that gives 
the Bleſſing, and in the Moment of Receiving 
Mercies, diſpute the Terms of enjoying them ? 
Now as God has bound molt of his Creatures 
under a natural Stint, which they cannot by a 
fixt Neceſſity exceed; ſo is it plain that Man bas 
his Moral Reſtrictions too, beyond which he can- 
not paſs, and be Innocent or Happy ; and as God 
has more particularly ſhew'd him what is God 
the better to induce him to a dutiful Submiſſion, 


the Aggravation of Contempt will be for this; 


Reaſon the greater, and more unaccountable, and 
perhaps be follow'd with Lavghter and Calzmi- 
ties equal to ſo profound Negligence and Stupidi- 
ty For who knoweth the Power of his Anger, 
whoſe Name is Holy, and his Laws Reverend > 
And who hath hardned himſelf againſt God and 


proſper'd ? The Tranſgreſſors (fairh the Spiric ct 


God) {hall be deſtroy d, and the end of the Wick- 
ed is, they ſhall be cut F. | : 

_ Secondly, But next we mult conſider this, as a 
great Scandal given, and a real Miſchief done to 
others. 

Now the Sinner that foriakes God's Laws, does 
not only affront Him by doing ſomething Vile 
and Odious beſore Him, but he does a Miſchief 
ol a larger Extent; he gives offence to all the Pi- 

ouſly 
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\ ouſly inclin'd, lays waſt their Labours, and ren: 
ders of no Effect their painſul Diligence; He 
ſets. an Example of pernicious Influence, and 
gives Heart to all the Loſe and Diſingenuous: 
For Vice is of that inſectious Quality, that it 
ſoon corrupts, and diffuſes its Venom wide, and 
with / great Artifice ; and tis poſſible, we know 
by Experience, for one ill Liver to do more 
harm to the Place and Neighbourhood he dwells 
in, by way of enticing Men to the like Exceſſes 
of Rioting, than 'tis- for many good Men to re- 
claim the jame, or others, with ten times the 
Trouble; or perhaps all their after Labours ; for 
as Men are naturally inclin'd to Ill, a very little 
Perſwaſion will goa great way to force them to 
2 Compliance, and yield to that Temptation, 
which cloſes already with their Wiſhes. 

Tis by this Means we ſee {o many Venturers 
| in Iniquity improve quickly, and beyond Mea- 
. ſure, and rad Beginners ſoon become hardned 
Villains ; for. Sin ſtcals, aud infatuates unwarily, 
is buoyd up by Company, and ſupported by 
ö Numbers; and Authority thus gain'd, will eaſily 
| 


— * 
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prompt Men to the vileſt Inntatioas: For Ex- 
amplc is many times the only Rule the Crowd 
and Multituce are guided by, and ſometimes 
cven wiſer than they are entangled in its Wiles, 
and caught by I know not what ſpecious and 
falacious Appearances, in the Traps of the de- 
ceivd Multitude; and under that Miſt and Dazle, 
they will run their Heads like them againſt all 
Truth, Reaſon, and Happineſs it fell. 

And *twas this contagious and filthy Con- 
verſation of the Wicked, that vexed Lot, that 
righteous Man, who deeling among them, and 
| leeing 
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ſeeing and hearing them, vex'd his righteous Soul 
from Day to Day with their unlawful Deeds: And 
who among all.the Religious can, in the midſt 
of ſo many melancholy Occaſions of ſinning, 
temper Grief, to ſee Men ſeduce and be ſedu- 
ced, and be led by Shoals, to periſh in their 
Follies, | ; 

And thus I come, Thirdly, to conſider what 
Remedies ought to be appiy'd in theſe Caſes. 

Now, as all Sin is a tranſgreſſing God's Laws, 
and Vice is in its baneful Conſequences, the 
Weakneſs and Reproach of any People, as it 
brings them under many natural Decays and 
Languiſhments, and many civil Errors and Miſ- 
managements, and expoſes them moreover to the 
Anger and Reſentments of a juſt and righteous 
God: So ſhould it be the principal Care of 
all Adminiſtrations and Governments, to fix their 
Foundation and Eſtabliſhment firſt in Religion; 
it being the great Senſe of this, and the Exerciſe 
of all other juſt and lawful Meaſures, „ hich will 
beſt ſecure Peace and Quiet to each fingle Mem- 
ber, furniſh the whole with Strength and Wealth 
ſufficient, and bring down the Bieſſings of Suc- 
ceſs and Happineſs upon all their Labours, 

And whereas all Laws are formed to this End, 
and Magiſtrates are appointed to this Purpoſe, 
to be a Curb to the Lawlels, and a Terror to evil 


Doers; it muſt be both the lntereſt and Wiſdom 


of all States, not to recede from the ſtrict Ob- 
ſervance of the one, and nor to ſuffer the Powers 
of the other to be invaded with Diſdain or Impu- 
nity. | - 
For all Laws are verily no more than a dead 


Letter without due Exccution, and actual En- 
force- 


r?. 
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city, yet that reaches only the outward Perion 
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forcements, and a perfect Mockery, if not ren- 
der d able to preſerve their proper Awe and Re- 
verence, by occaſionally uſing juſt Rigour, and 


exerting due Severities; and fo far are they, tho 
calculated with the greateſt Wiſdom ia their firſt 


Deſign, from being the Glory of a Country, that 


they rather beſpeak its Wantonneſs, and Folly, 
whenever they abate of their reſpective Sway, 
and dwindle into Favour, Diſuſe, or Ridicule. 
And ſo likewiſe all Magiſtrates are but inſig- 
nificant Things, and like Thunder afar off, quite 
diſregarded, if they have not Zeal equal to their 
Station, and a Courage ſuitable to maintain the 
Cauſe they are entruſted with ; and therefore 
tis not enough for theſe, to diſplay the bare out- 
ward Enſigus of Authority, but to apply their 
Cenſures watchfully and diſcreetly, that ſo the 
true Weight of their Office may be found rather 


in the Correction and Amendment of all the 


Wicked within their reach, than in' their own 
uliar ide or private Intereſt. 

And to this End, tis highly requiſite, that the 
Magiſtrate be of good Report, and ſtand upon 
an unblameable Bottom himſelf; for all Perſua- 
ſion and Advice is ſo much the more convinc- 
ing, as it comes from a good Man, and a vertu- 
ous Practiſer; and Puniſhment ſo much the more 
available, as tis laid on by one, that profeſſedly 


hates all Wickedneſs, as is to be ſeen by the 


Conduct ct his own Life; for he that rebukes, 
thould be innocent himſelf, and lie obnoxious 
to no Recriminations, if he means to chaſtize 
with Succels ; for tho' poſſibly a Man may make 
himſelf dreadful, as to his authoritative Capa- 


of 
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of the Criminal, but never gains, as it ought 
to do, upon his Heart and Affections. 

But however this may, or may not be the 
Caſe of the Magiſtrate ; yet is it fit on all Hands, 


that no Impiety paſs without legal Cognizance ; 
for Correction, of whatever kind, is a Mark left 


on the Offender; and it has been found, that 


this fear of Infamy, or bodily Pain, has prov'd 
the healing and preſervation of many a Soul. 

But when Vice is not thus guarded againſt, 
Miſerable is the State of ſuch an expos'd and. 
abandon'd People, becauſe this is to lull Souls in- 
to eternal Miſery, and by a Lenity and Indulgence, 
falſly ſo call'd, to betray Chriſt, and cry Peace, 
when it may be ſudden Deſtruction is upon them. 

As 'tis therefore publick Shame, and impartial 
Animadverſions, which awesMen molt into Peace 
and good Manners ; for this reaſon Severity is ma- 
ny times the trueſt Compaſſion, and due Penalties 
commonly the moſt profitable Medicine, for 
tho' they be a Sore andGaulling for a while, yet if 
they teach the Sufferer betrer Things, and teach 
himReformation,they prove in the event to bethe 
Stripes of a Father, and the Counſel of a Friend. 

But among all Expedients thought on to im- 
prove Mankind, I know none better than that 
which has been concerted by the Piety and Wil- 
dom of many generous and well diiro,'d Souls 
here preſent, who have bound themſelves under 
all the facred and ſocial Tyes of Virtue and 
Friendſhip, to retrieve, if poſſible, ancien. Simpli- 
city and Expiring Holinefs. 

And as this is of all the moſt likely remaining 
Remedy, I perſuade my lelf that all who have 
enter'd upon, and labour'd in this bleſſed Work, 


will | 


— - 


— — —  — — —jä—— — 3 
d - — 1324. 52 — —_— —ͤ— —— 
— — — 
- 


— _  —_ — — 


: 16 4 Sermmm Preached before the Soctettes 
will never flinch from it ; it being # Deſign un 
dertaken in imitation of our great Redeemer b 


who went about every where deing Good. This N 
was the Practice of all the inſpired Teachers, and d. 
the Tesk of all the Apoſtles; and if you ſhould; ne 
like ſome of thoſe, be treated with Calumny - th 
and Reproach, in the difcharge of this Truſt, you Pt 
muſt remember the greateſt Goodneſs and the in- th 
nocence of the holy Jeſus, was before you ſo of 
aſpers d. * ts, £5 r 1 r ful 
Now, as to be faint and weary in well-doing, ſuc 
is a down right Treachery, and the worſt of be: 
| Back-ſliding ; fo *tis what we leaſt ſuſpect in any me 
who are engaged in this Noble Enterpriſe; be- by 
cauſe for as much as 'you have born down the. afr 
firſt, and greateſt Difficulties, and have gain'd the 
conſiderable Ground, and made within theſe few br 
Years no*mean Conqueſt over many lewd and | of 
di ſorderly Practices; I am inclinable to think, and 
that Victories of this kind will continue to fire is a 
your laudable Ambition; and the Glory already as f 
obtain'd, make you look out for new and freſi our 
Advantages, and allure you, by your Care and in t. 
Induſtry, ſo well already laid out, to turn more and 
unto Righteouſneſs, or to bare Teſlimony againſt this 
all the Impious and Prophane, and ta live and ciet; 
die under this Perſuaſion, that you cannot bet- On | 
ter ſerve Chriſt, than to labour the Converlion the 
of Souls; and by working at the Salvation of o- to 2 
thers, to aſcertain in the Great Day, your own. | ab 
an 


And therefore, as L cannot but Sympathiſe 
with your Etforts, ſo widely and ſucceſsſully 
carried on; 1 ſhall for your farther. Advance 
and Continyuance in Labours of this kind, 

IV. Set beſore you, Foarthiy ond Lofty, ſome 
Chriſt ian Conſiderations obliging vll to Aſliſt and 
| | | Abound, 
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Abound, in a Work of this bleſſed Conſequence. . 
' Reformation, I know, has been an exploded. 
Name, but ſo was Chriſt Crucified once a Scan- 


dal to the Jews, and to the Greeks Fooliſhneſs ; but 


nevercheleſs we are aſſured, that this Fooliſhneſs, 


then fo call'd, was the Wiſdom of God; and the 
Preaching Faith, Righteouſneſs and Repentance, 
the great Errand and Accompliſhment of the Son 
of God's coming in tlie Fleſh : And therefore Men 
fully perſuaded of, and acting under the Power of 
ſuch awakening Truths, muſt not be preſently 


beaten from rheir Hopes, by any Diſccurage- 


ments given, or ariful Rubs put in their way, 
by thoſe who have not the Senſe or Grace to 
arrive at the ſame degree of Conviction, and 
the like meaſure of Piety. 
Fiſt, Remember therefore, that the Honour 
of God calls for this your Way, and your Aids 
and Aſſiſtance in the moſt Soleain Manner: He 


is a univerſal Father and Maker of all things, and 


as ſuch requires the moſt manifeſt Atteſtation of 
our Homage and Gratitude, and to be Worſhtp'd 
in the manner which does him rhe beſt Service, 


and gives Him the greateſt Glory; and what is 


this, but to come before Him in Bodies and So- 
cieties, which is the viſible Communion of Saints 
on Earth, and F<llowſtip one with another, end 
the very Beauty and Strength of all Holineſs, and 
to aſſemble our ſelves together in Numbers, to 


| make a publick Proſeſſion, and ſpeak good of His 


Name, and by our ſhining Examples, to allure 
others to imitate and teach gur Childrens Chil- 
dren to do the fame ; and as we all ſhare in com- 
mon the Mercies of God, to agree and join in 05 
; | like 
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like Declaration of His Graciouſneſs, and in the 


united Teſts of our Obedience; for this is that 
Contribution, which every Chriſtiam Member 
is obliged to bring into the Church, as it tends to 
the farther diſplay of the Chriſtian Faith, helps to 
maintain Religion creditably in the World, and 
gives Countenance to all good and holy Living, by 
mutual Supports, and mutual Encourage ments. 


For tho? every Man's Work ſhall at laſt be on- 


ly to his own Soul's Profit, yet the doing good 
to others, while we are upon Earth, is that very 


Work; and the / being uſeful in our ſeveral ways, 
whether of Example, Precept, or Reproof, is cer- 


tainly the moſt valuable and diſtinguiſhing Cha- 
racter of a good Chriſtian; and *twas under theſe 
Views, that open Confeſſions and undauntedSeal- 
ings to the Truth, either by a righteous Life, or 
a more glorious Death, was ſo much the lnclina- 


tion and Glory of the Chriſtians-of old; they 


held it a moſt important Duty, as to retain the 
Doctrine of Chriſt: pure, ſo to let the Practice 
of it be undefiled in their own Lives; and while 


they were contending earneſtly for the Faith once 


delivered to the Saints, they were equally as in- 


tent to hand it down with the ſame Fidelity to 
after Apes. 11 286 bt 


| And u hat. is yourUndertakiog leſs thana Co- 
py of that Spirit of Piety; and a noble Emylati- 


on, no way inferior to their unwearied Patience 


in welbdomg; but ſuch indeed as we muſt; all 


foreſee, will be attended with greater Diſſiculties 
than they had, as the World is ſince plungꝰd in- 
to greater Wickedneſs; and becaule it cannot be 
ſuppos d ſo eaſy to repair the waſtings and de- 
** 1 cays 
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ſnould preſent themſelves; for as it is always the 


diſpos d People, the firſt Notices of Religion. 


But foraſmuch-as here is ſo venerable. a Bod 


of Paſtors and Teachers of the Church of Chriſt, 
and fo Graceful -a Number of her Ingenuous 
Sons, of Character and Figure, all able to add 


Weight to their Councils, as well by the Emi- 


of their Stations, as the Luſtre of their 
conſtant Courſe of good, and frequently ſigna- 
lized Actions, ſome met, and others imbodied to- 
gether, to ſhare in the Adventure of doing Good; 
and many other Serious, Zealous Chriſtians, well 
reſoly'd under ſuch warrantable Influence, Coun- 
renance,and Inſtructions, to endeav. ur this Work 


of Mercy with a pure Heart, and aFaith unſeigned : 


it would be irreligious to diſtruſt the Concur- 
rence of Providence, and the Bleſſings of Succeſs 


upon ſuch brave Reſolves ; becauſe as God has 


intimated, that He will never fail or farſake his 


choſen Servants, we muſt conclude the Promiſe 


does reach hither; and that the Iſſue will eſtectu- 


ally anſwer all theſe wiſe concerted Purpoſes. 


May therefore the Grace of God, and Grace 
ſufficient,alway accompany whatſoever Struggles 


of this kind; and as it is a Labour cf the moſt + 
generous Love, I hope no one will be diſmay 'd, 


t peradventure. Oppoſitions of ſundry ſorts 


Cuſtom of the Wicked, in favour to their Luſt, 
to treat diſreſpectfully thoſe: that alarm them 


with the ſenſe of Sin, and the ſear of Puniſhment ; 
ſo is it the Glory of the Goſpel, to have, upon all 


proper Qccaſions, ſignal Sufferers for it; becrule 
3 WF Ro | %s 
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cays of Virtue, in diflolute and revolting Sin- 
ners, as it is to imprint in an ignorant, if a well - 
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tis ſach Trials as theſe, which difcovers the found- 


nefs of Faith, and does credit to the Croſs; which 
ic 2Jways” an Emblem of Pain and Peril to 


rhe Deftnders'of it. . 
But as all are worn to is Croſs, aa the 


Crimes of Sinners, by being winked at, do 
become outs, and 2 Soul may periſh for want of 
being turn d away from the Error of his Ways; 


»Tis heartily wiſh'd, that all u ho are engaged by 


Voss and Promiſes: to Chriſt; would not ſo com- 


pliment the World with the breach of their Faith, 


as to yield. to the Flatterics of it themſelves, or 
permit others, without attempting their Reſeue 


end Dellverance, to go ſecurely and farally along 
with it: Now in reality, no Plea” of Unſcaſors 
ableneſs, and no neceſſity of Time or Place, can 
Le a good Argument for the neglect of implead- 
ing Vice; becauſe amendment of Life, and the 
promoting good Manners, is the great, andithere- 
lore ought to be the firſt and conſtant Work of 
every good Chriſtian; and ſo like wiſe no Fear 
or r ſhould prevail, i in bar to Reproofs; be- 
cauſe the Anger of God, which is the moſt reaſon- 
able Fear, may viſit for this very remiſneſs, for we 
are affared Elis Fault was, the vileneis of his 

Sons, which he reſtrained not. 

Now 1 am very ſenſible that good Men, i in weh 

a courſe as this, muſt run thro? a great deal of 
Envy and Clamour, Dirt and Calumny, and will 

have the heavy charge of Buſſe Jodies and Inform 
ers laid at their Doors; but can any one be too 
Stirring or Buſie in ſaving Souls + ? Was it not the 
Buſinefs, and is it hot the Comm nd of Chriſt 


dious 


hiaelf ; . y mult Mormer be yeh af Or 


ſuch was 


* 
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dious Name, and Reforming ſuch a reproachſul 


Office, When no Nation, or its Laws at leaſt, can 


ſubſiſt in Credit, Power, ordafety, without the one, 


and noChriſtian get toHeaven without the other. 
We muſt all therefore come to this Reſolution 


at laſt, as *twas St. Paul's, not to be aſhamed of 
the Goſpel: of Chriſt, which is the Power of God 


unto Salvation; and ſo be as bold in its defence, 


. ” = * 


as the lewd Scoffers can poſſibly be in defiance of 


" o 


itz fer tho it may have in appearance the ſhew of 


Modeſty, to touch but lightly. upon Mens Sins 
and Follies, yet is it in reality, where the warm- 
eſt Zeal is neceſſary, and will ſcarce ſuffice, no-, 
thing leſs than a coldneſs and faintneſs in Reli - 
gion; ſor ſingularity it ſelf is Graceſul in ſuch 
a Cauſe; and tho it may happen to be reviled 
by the Tongues of ill Men, yet will it always 
appear ſo. much the more conſpicuous and 


4 


acceptable before God and good Men. 


And St. Paul, we muſt remark, is recorded 
more eſpecially in the Goſpel, as an Example of 
one al ways, ownivg his Principles, and perfectly 
reſolv'd to aſſert the Truth and Glory of the 
living God in ſpite of all Dangers, and to over · 
look whatever, temporal Hazards, provided he 
might add daily to the Church ſuch as might Le 
Saved; and ſo much had he this aj Heart, that 
he even wiſh'd himſelf I know not what, and I 
know not how. Miſerable, for his Brethrens ſake. 


in the Fleſh; and never was he more daring, than 


when ' twas to-preſerye and recover Men fo as 
by Fire; and upon the Occaſions of preſſing 
Faith and Repentance home to. the Conſcience, 
and talking of Righteouſneſs aui Judgment to come, 
tic force of his Arguments, and the 

Wages 


much an injury: 
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| vs ht of his Resſonings, | 
pod amazed, and the Rulers themſelves. Zrembled 


that all the People 


—— 3 and thus Iqueſtion not dut it may be, 
tho' in. a leſſer Mea ſure, by the blefling of God, 
with other Labodurers in the Vine yard, Where an 
imiration of the ſame Ferveney, 17 ſeriouſneſs of 


_ Heart, prevails upon them to farther Godlineſs. 


Sevondl, And as fot our next Conſideration, 
Let it be the Debt due to our Country. We 
are all by a civil Obligation bound, as Mem- 
bers of the Body Politick, to ſupport each 
other; becauſe in Reaſon as well as Chriſtianity, 


nothing can ſtand Jo's or ſecute, without mu- 


tual Love, Unity, and Harmony; and theres 
ſore ſince no Man les to bimfe fc, as. a diſtin 
Property; or dies to himfelf; withour being 
accouatable for the pubſick Spirit he has ſhewn, 
and the Charity be has done; as 2 ſociable 


for this "reaſon Vice ought to 'be-diſcoume- 


nanced in common, as it enervates, waſts and 


diverts the Strength of 2 Community to ill 


or wrong Purpoſes: For Vice teaches Men to 
prey upon each other, is a Burden to the 


Diligent, a Snare to the Weak, and a Scan- 


dal to the Good; and no ſooner does any 


one commence eptepiouſly Wicked, but he 
acts an Enemy's Part, as breaking in upon 
the Laws, the National Barriers, which is as 


regular” Adminiftration, by which a Kingdom 


| Nands; as it is toinvade it with open Hoſtilities, 
for that is ſometimes the more generous Laroad, 


: And 


and much eater to be provided” rad 


Creature, and # Member of Chriſt's Body; 


and an affront "offer 'd to the 
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And wh we conſider farther, that os we 
provoke the Vengeance of 'God, and that the Bing 
of ſome may'threaten' al; Sin is in this reſpect al · 
way an impending Terror, and a common Calamicys 
and ſo much the more to be charged upon ſome 
Nations, inaſmuch as they have had larger Supplies of 
ace, and more temporal Bleſſings than others, but 
— 51 have made any anſwerable Returns: And when 


Sin involves in this high degree of Ingraticude, what 


may we not apprehend and expect of Severity and 
Chaſtiſement from God: In ſhort, Sins are always 
the Beginnings of Sorrow, and when they go bare- 
fac'd, and are infulting, they are a for-boding In- 
ſolence, and as ſuch generally they forerun and 
prelude to ſeverer Judgments, and finiſhing Miſeries: 
And who is not horibly afraid for theſe thing And 
who will not think it a Duty, in ſuch a difconſolne 
Stare of Affairs, to mourn and atone, by all the re- 
quiſite and appointed Means, for himſelf; and the 
Errors of the People, that fo perad venture the Lord 
may comfort us, and ſpare the City for ſuch tir 
W and ſeaſonable Amendments. 
. Laſtly therefore, let us conſider, that the true 
Chriſtian Converſation ovght to be in Heaven; and 
what does this imply, but that while we are under 


the Chains of this mortal State, and wading thro? 
the tryi 7 Courſe and Temptations of this Life, 


we ſhould, with a Care ſuperiour to all, whether 
its Pleaſures or Troubles, tet our Alteclions intirely 
above, and by a Solicitude equal to the Promiſes 
of that bleſſed Place, , refige. gradvally /rom all Fil- 


thineſs of Fleſh and Spirit, and make cur Advance 
thither- in actual Holinels and Purity ot 17 
as God is holy and pure. 


And as we are told, is the Buſineſs of the 
Angels themſelves, 70 4o the Will of their Fatker 


which is in Heaven and they have Pleaſure over 
one Sinner that repenteth ʒ it muſt. be our Duty zo do the 


ſame on Earth; and certainly to grieve in ſame Pro- 
portion 
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portion to the Loſs of all unrepenting Sinners; and if | 
the Prodigal returned is at all Times welcome to 
the Boſom of the Father, how muſt we think they 


will be received by him, who by their Prayers, 
n and all other friendly Reſtraints, 
have 


ſet Men right in the Way of Salvation, that ſo 


they, when converted, might ſtrengthen more of 


the Brethren, do do the greateſt Wotk of Mercy, 
and ſhall have in Recompence of ſuch their faith- 
fol Applications f to Righteouſneſs, the faithful 
Servant's Praiſe, and the righteons Man's Reward. 
Since therefore, in a Word, the Faſhion of this 
World paſſeth away, and we our ſelves like that ſhall 
be - diſſolved, and all earthly Mindedneſs ſhall end 
in Diſappointments, aud profit nothing in the Grave, 
whither we are going, but is rather vain in the Lord; 
and ſince tis the tight only of a well-ſpent Life, 
and the ſenſe of having done Good among Men, 
which; is the Hope which maketh not aſhamed; nhat 
manner of Perſons ought we to be in holy Converſation and 
Godlineſs? That ſo, we may be found, in the great Day, 
thus doing when the Lord cometh. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 
T Principles and Duties of the Chriſtian Religion 
conſidered and explained; in order to retrieve and 
promote the. Chriſtian Life, or that Holineſs withour which 
no Man ſhall ſee the Lord : Divided into XXVI Chapters 
One whereof being read every Lord's-Day, the whole wi." 


be read over twice in the Year, By eln Mapletojr, D. D 
Vicar of St. Lawrence Fewry. > 


A Letter to a Miniſter of the Church of England, cencern- 
ing che Societies for Reformation of Manners. | 


Sold by 7 Downing in Bart holomem · Cioſe. 


n the bleſſed Occaſion of ſending ſuch 
Prodigals Home? Now doubtleſs all ſuch who have 
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